London in My Time
its citizens most freedom. If these Paris de-
votees attempted to address a meeting in Paris
with all the freedom of the Hyde Park Sunday
afternoon orators, they would find their meeting
charged and dispersed, and themselves under
arrest. You can walk about London, if you
wish, with your belt filled with knives and
daggers, and, so long as you walk peaceably, you
will meet no trouble. You would not be allowed
to go far in Paris with that make-up. In any
London public place, restaurant, bar, railway-
carriage, theatre, you may say what you like of
England and the English and their government,
and nothing happens. In Paris any such com-
ments, spoken in the wrong caf6, would mean
a riot of which you would be the centre. In
London you may take a girl of respectable
middle-class family, to whom you are not
engaged, to dinner and a theatre or dance, and
deliver her home in the early morning. You
cannot do that in Paris. The bourgeois French
are really more prudish than the English;
their god is still cotiime il fauL What happens
behind closed doors, or on the stage, is nobody's
business, bi$ in public their rules are stiffer than
those of Jane Austen's middle-class. In London
the young worker may lounge on the grass of
Hyde Park or Green Park with his girl, and kiss
her if he wishes, and public opinion is not
disturbed. Let him try that little freedom in the